
Bow Arts recently presented a retrospective of works by painter Doreen 
Fletcher, curated by The Gentle Author, at 

the Nunnery Gallery. 
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D 
oreen Fletcher’s atmospheric urban 
landscapes have only recently captured an 
audience, when the discovery of her 
paintings revealed a distinctive vision of 
the changing capital.  For the first time, the 

Nunnery Gallery will bring the majority of her work back 
under one roof, in the home of their making – the East 
End.  
 
For twenty years Doreen Fletcher painted the streets of 
east London until, discouraged by lack of recognition, 
she gave up in 2004.   
 
Only a chance meeting with The Gentle Author – 
author of popular blog Spitalfields Life – brought her 

painting to public attention in 2015.  For the first time 
this retrospective reveals the full breadth of Fletcher’s 
achievement between 1974 and 2018, showing the 
largest selection of her paintings together, and 
including many previously unseen pictures from private 
collections. 
 
The works reveal the drastic changes of east London’s 
streets across just three decades, remembering the 
businesses long forgotten and the buildings that have 
since been knocked down.  A superb colourist, Fletcher 
applies her rigorous technique to recording the drama 
of the city in compelling and authoritative images – 
stating “I am an artist interested in the pockets of life 
others ignore”. 
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DOREEN FLETCHER  – Salmon Lane in the Rain 1987 
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DOREEN FLETCHER  – Mile End Park with Canal 1986 

DOREEN FLETCHER  – Tyre Shop, Salmon Lane 2017 



After abandoning her brush in 2004 for nine years, she 
has since begun painting once again, encouraged by 
audiences’ reactions and the art world’s overdue 
recognition of her works.   
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DOREEN FLETCHER  – Benjy's, Mile End 1992 

DOREEN FLETCHER  – Commercial Road in the snow,  
Limehouse, east London, 2003 

Technically brilliant, her works are memories for many 
who walked and lived on the streets of east London in 
the 1980-90s – areas that have now changed so much 
they are barely recognisable. 

DOREEN FLETCHER  – Commercial Road, Whitsunday 1989 
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DOREEN FLETCHER  – Rene’s Café, 1986 

DOREEN FLETCHER  – The Pubali Cafe, Commercial 
Road, Limehouse, east London, 1996 

DOREEN FLETCHER  – Bartlett Park, 1990 



Fletcher’s retrospective at the Nunnery Gallery 
coincides with publication of a monograph of her work 
by Spitalfields Life Books (published November 2018). 
 
The exhibition follows the Nunnery Gallery’s celebrated 
exhibitions of the East London Group, whose paintings 
depict the east London streets of the 1930s and ‘40s 
and have too only recently enjoyed a resurgence of 
interest for their artistic talent and documentary value.  
 
The exhibition includes a lively event programme, 
including an In Conversation with the artist and walking 
tours of Fletcher’s east London. 
 
Fletcher’s work was exhibited at Townhouse 
Spitalfields in 2016 and 2017, and most recently was 
shortlisted for the first Evening Standard Contemporary 
Art Award for a painting shown in the National Gallery. 
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DOREEN FLETCHER  – Bus Stop, 1983 

DOREEN FLETCHER  – Laundrette, Ben Jonson Road, 
Bow, east London, 1983 

Exhibition: Doreen Fletcher | A Retrospective 
Nunnery Gallery, Bow Arts, 181 Bow Road, London E3 2SJ 

Contact: 020 8980 7774  
Email: nunnery@bowarts.com  

www.bowarts.org/nunnery/doreen-fletcher-retrospective-2019 




